ENGINEER BUILDS 'DREAM CAR’
JIM TERVORT SEES BIG MARKET
FOR 3-WHEEL ELECTRIC VEHICLE
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W hen you ask engineer Jim Tervort how he came up with the idea of an electric
car designed specifically to be towed behind recreational vehicles, he said it
was easy.

"It came to me in a dream," he said over a hamburger at the Lunch Box restaurant in
downtown Sebring.

"It was really inspirational. I don't know what the catalyst was - I'm not a motor home
enthusiast myself, but once I started thinking about it, it seemed like a good idea," said
the 38-year-old Tampa native.

To understand the vehicle's real market potential, Tervort suggested a short trip out to
U.S. Highway 27, a major tourist artery that cuts through the citrus groves of Sebring
on its way to South Florida.

Nearly 80 percent of the recreational vehicles that pass by, he noted, are towing
something - usually a small car.

"The problem with most of those cars is they are extremely hard to tow. You can wreck
the transmissions, put wear and tear on the drive train. Towing rigs are expensive - and
even if everything goes right you're still putting thousands of miles on the car without
driving it an inch," Tervort said.

Enter the Triton, Tervort's dream child. Part car, part motorcycle, all electric and street
legal, the plastic-bodied three-wheeler is a no-fuss tow job that can carry two people
and a good-sized dog nearly 100 miles on $1.23 worth of electricity. With the cheapest
gasoline these days at about $1 a gallon, the average internal combustion car would
probably eat up $4 to $5 in the same distance.






